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I am proud to be able to deliver the 2023/2024 President’s Address for the Sport North Annual Report. I want to
acknowledge and thank the many rich and diverse Indigenous and cultural groups that make up the fabric of the
Northwest Territories. They have built the framework for the communities where we all are privileged to live,
work, and play. The ongoing contributions made by each group are valued, appreciated and essential to our
shared Territory’s future. 

I also want to thank the Federation’s Territorial Sport Organization (TSO) membership, the volunteers, sports
officials, sponsors, my fellow members of the Sport North Board, and the amazing office staff of the Federation.
Your shared support and continued dedication to your sports, lift the communities you build and bring joy to the
athletes and families who benefit from these wonderful opportunities.

Reflecting on the year gone by, we have witnessed remarkable achievements across all levels of sport within our
jurisdiction. From grassroots initiatives that have introduced sports to the youngest members, to our Elders who
continue to find joy in activity, and the outstanding performances of our elite athletes on National and
International stages; our collective spirit, passion and love of sport continues to drive many to achieve their
goals. These accomplishments are not just numbers in a record book; they are stories of hard work, perseverance,
family support and a source of pride for all involved. 

In March 2024, Team NT proudly competed in the 27th Arctic Winter Games in Mat-Su, Alaska. We are incredibly
proud of their outstanding achievements, securing a total of 94 ulus and setting numerous personal bests,
creating lasting memories from an exceptional Games. These Arctic Winter Games capped an extraordinary period
for Team NT, with two Arctic Winter Games, as well as the Canada Summer and Winter Games, all within 18
months. The North American Indigenous Games, led by our partners at the Aboriginal Sport Circle, further
highlighted the immense dedication and sacrifices made by athletes, businesses, government, and families in
supporting sport. Congratulations to everyone involved.

As we look to the future, we do so with cautious optimism. With the unwavering support of our dedicated
volunteers, the generosity of our sponsors, and the resilience and growth of our athletes in a post-COVID
environment, we believe NWT sport will reach new heights. However, we also recognize the need to approach this
journey with care. To continue delivering the opportunities our community has come to expect, we must forge
deeper partnerships. The challenges facing the entire NWT community require us to make tough decisions and
engage in meaningful conversations at all levels. These changes are necessary for the well-being of our athletes,
their families, and our communities. This is not a warning of difficult times ahead, but rather a call to action for
everyone to seek out connections, strengthen our dialogue, and embrace creativity in how we approach our work.
United as a community, we will continue to inspire both the current and future generations of athletes.

In closing, I want to wish Team NT the best of luck at the Canada 55+ Games in Quebec City in August 2024. We
look forward to cheering on our role models, community leaders, and unsung heroes whose shoulders we now
stand on. I extend my deepest gratitude to each and every one of you for your support and commitment to Sport
North. It continues to be my privilege to serve as President of the Federation, and I am grateful to all for the
tireless efforts you give to support sport in the NWT. It is those acts of giving that make NWT sport the special
and unique environment we cherish. I wish all the best to everyone for the year of achievements ahead.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
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SINCERELY,
COLIN PYBUS
PRESIDENT OF SPORT NORTH FEDERATION



Values
We believe in a values-based sport that is
inclusive, equitable, and inspiring. We value
respect, integrity, collaboration and
reconciliation.

Values-based: Sport North is based on core
values and principles that lead to positive,
quality sport experiences by “increas(ing) ethical
conduct and decreas(ing) unethical behaviour.”

Inclusive: Everyone feels welcome to participate
in sport in ways that are personally rewarding
and meaningful.

Equitable: Everyone has a chance to participate
in sport. The sport opportunities available in
communities and for populations may not be the
same from one to the next, but there are
meaningful opportunities. 

Inspiring: Sport fosters personal excellence and
community pride.

Respect: Treat everyone with dignity and
fairness

Integrity: Aspire to a high standard and to being
transparent and accountable in all we do.

Collaboration: Work responsibly with others to
achieve common goals.

Reconciliation : Sport North continually strives
to advance the The Truth and Reconciliation Calls
to Action, decolonize our policies and operations,
and develop respectful relationships with
Indigenous people and communities.

About Sport North
The Sport North Federation was
incorporated in October 1976 to assist in
the promotion and development of amateur
sport in the Northwest Territories.

Mission
Sport North Federation supports its
members to provide quality sport
opportunities throughout the NWT.

Vision
In the Northwest Territories, all residents
have opportunities for active, lifelong
engagement in sport delivered through a
well-coordinated system.
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President: Colin Pybus
Inuvik

Director: David Shears
Yellowknife

Director: Veronica McDonald
Yellowknife

Director: Melissa Johns
Fort Smith

Director: Stacey Christie
Inuvik

Director: Nichole McDonald
Inuvik

Director: Alex Godfrey
Yellowknife

Director: Lisa Murphy
Inuvik

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Sport North Federation is governed by a Board whose directors and President are elected by
the Federation’s members, the Territorial Sport Organizations. The Board is responsible for setting
Sport North’s strategic direction and providing governance and leadership for the Federation.
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STAFF

Executive Director 
Bill Othmer

Community Sport Development / Physical
Literacy Engagement Facilitator

Spider Jones

Sport Consultant
Rita Mercredi

Finance Manager/Kidsport Coordinator
Tyler Rentmeister

Marketing and Communication Officer 
Whitney Weaver
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Sport Consultant
Lexi Letzing



2023-2024 AWARD WINNERS
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YOUTH FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR Youth male Athlete of the Year

ROBIN MERCER-SPROULE

 JUNIOR FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR
JUNIOR MALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

MARY BETH MILLER MEMORIAL 

SENIOR FEMALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR 
 SENIOR MALE ATHLETE OF THE YEAR

SOFIA ARDILES

SQUASH

Seiya McEachern

Speed Skating

KALI SKAUGE

SPEED SKATING

SAGE ACORN

SPEED SKATING

KERRY GALUSHA

CURLING

KEVIN CULL

TAEKWONDO



JOAN HIRONS

NWT 55+ GAMES ASSOCIATION

2023-2024 AWARD WINNERS
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CORPORATE CONTRIBUTOR OF THE YEAR RUTH INCH MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTOR TO SPORT

DELMA KISOUN MEMORIAL COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTOR

BLAIR CHAPMAN

SPEED SKATING

DENNIS CRANE MEMORIAL- OFFICAL OF THE YEAR

JEFF HIPFNER

SQUASH

COACH OF THE YEAR

 GAS TOWN

OWNER: JAMIE PYE

THORSTEN GOHL

HOCKEY

TEAM OF THE YEAR

TEAM WAINMAN

CURLING



CHLOE MALIN

SPORT NORTH SCHOLARSHIPS

YELLOWKNIFE

KYRA MCDONALD
INUVIK

The purpose of the Sport North Scholarship is to encourage academic success for NWT students
who are engaged in sport activities. Preference will be given, but not limited, to students in the field
of Kinesiology, Physical Education, Sport Administration, Recreation or Education (majoring in
Physical Education).  Dedication to sport and academic excellence are taken into consideration in
determining scholarship recipients.
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Chloe Asha Malin, is a dedicated judoka from Yellowknife. Starting judo
at the age of five, Chloe has competed nationally, earning a bronze medal
at the Pacific International Invitational Judo Tournament in Richmond,
B.C. She trains under the guidance of Nick Tritton, a two-time Olympian,
at the National Training Centre in Montreal, where she moved to in
September 2021 to pursue her dream of making the Senior National Judo
Team. While training Chloe is at Concordia University, majoring in Design,
Fine Arts. 

Kyra McDonald, a third-year Human Kinetics student at Trinity Western
University and a notable member of the Spartan women’s hockey team,
has distinguished herself both academically and athletically. Hailing
from Inuvik, NT, her leadership extended beyond sports as she led her
team to a gold medal at the 2018 Arctic Winter Games and was honoured
as the flag bearer for Team Northwest Territories at the 2023 Wood
Buffalo Arctic Winter Games. Balancing a near 3.0 GPA with her athletic
commitments, Kyra has also been a vocal advocate for the National Day
for Truth & Reconciliation, using her platform to educate and foster
community healing. Her proactive engagement in both her studies and
community initiatives exemplifies her dedication and drive, making her
an exemplary figure in the university’s pursuit of holistic excellence
through the Complete Champion Approach.



SPORT NORTH SCHOLARSHIPS

MICHAEL SADLER
YELLOWKNIFE

RUBY PIGOTT
YELLOWKNIFE
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Michael Sadler, a player and volunteer coach at the Yellowknife Galaxy
Soccer Academy, has demonstrated exceptional dedication and
leadership, particularly in his role coaching the under 7 age group. Over
the past two years, he has not only organized and conducted practices
independently but also infused a strong work ethic and a team-oriented
mindset into his coaching. Michael's influence extends beyond the playing
field; he has significantly enriched the Academy's community spirit and
overall performance. His commitment to soccer and his ability to inspire
young athletes have rightfully earned him a scholarship, recognizing his
potential and his contributions as both a player and a coach. Michael is
currently studying  Psychology at Kings University.

Ruby Pigott, a dedicated biathlete from Yellowknife, is recognized by her
exemplary athletic achievements and leadership qualities. Ruby, who plans
to study abroad in Australia, has consistently demonstrated
sportsmanship and mentorship, notably as a senior athlete at the Arctic
Winter Games and a coach at the Yellowknife Ski Club. Her commitment to
biathlon and her community, coupled with her academic aspirations, make
her a deserving recipient of this  scholarship, supporting her educational
and athletic journey. Ruby is currently studying Kinesiology at Vancouver
island University



LEADERSHIP
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The Sport North AGM, held on May 26 & 27 in Yellowknife with the
theme "Hope on the Horizon," exemplified strong leadership across
various facets of sport development. The event began with a Friday
evening presentation from Sport Law on leading an ethically driven
and legally sound sport organization. This focus on leadership
continued through Saturday's workshops and training sessions, which
addressed major trends affecting sport, management by values,
measuring culture, and quality of presence.

Demonstrating its strategic leadership, Sport North hosted a strategic
planning session facilitated by Caroline Sparks, attended by 28
Sport/Affiliate Members and a total of 52 participants. Over the past
fiscal year, the Sport North Board, consisting of eight members, met
six times, including a comprehensive planning meeting in Inuvik
attended by all staff. This consistent engagement underscores the
organization's commitment to effective governance and forward-
thinking leadership.

Sport North's leadership in coaching development is evident through
the range of clinics offered, from entry-level to high-performance
levels. These clinics include sport-specific programs and general
courses provided by the National Coaching Certification Program. In
partnership with the Coaching Association of Canada, Sport North
promoted and provided free coaching events during National Coaches
Week. Additionally, coaches from Yellowknife, Fort Providence, and
Inuvik enhanced their leadership skills through the Comp Intro coach
developer facilitation upgrade training, which includes a mental
health component.

The She Can Coach Grant is a testament to Sport North's commitment
to empowering female-identifying coaches by providing financial
assistance to support their coaching pathways and
education/training at all levels. These coaches are highlighted on
social media and receive appreciation gifts, further reinforcing their
leadership roles. Similarly, the They Can Coach program supports
coaches aiming to elevate their skills, develop peer networks, and
become role models for aspiring NWT coaches, including participants
in the Canada Winter Games and Canada Summer Games.

To foster leadership and growth in athletes, Sport North has created
processes to provide opportunities for coaches and athletes to
advance to higher levels of sport. We continue to seek partnerships
with Southern Colleges for identifying and recruiting NWT athletes,
and we collaborate with school placement programs. A key priority is
aligning with NSO's Athlete Pathway and initiating the creation and
implementation of an NWT Athlete Pathway that is not sport-specific,
demonstrating our commitment to holistic athlete development and
leadership in sport.
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OPERATIONS
Sport North is committed to ensuring the sport system has strong financial and human resources, from
grassroots to high-performance participation, by continually securing long-term funding with the
GNWT and discovering ways to partner with organizations within the sport sector.

Sport North enhances its operations for the benefit of the Territorial Sport Organizations and key
members of the NWT sport community by developing clear roles and responsibilities for the Federation
and its partner organizations. With our partners, Sport North shares knowledge, maximizes resources,
and leverages opportunities and efficiencies at the community, territorial, and national levels to
achieve sport sector objectives, resulting in a better-connected and coordinated sector.

Sport North represents the NWT sport community at the national level with ongoing membership in the
Canadian Council of Provincial and Territorial Sport Federations and the National Trust Fund. The
Federation also maintains relationships with KidSport Canada, the Coaching Association of Canada, the
Canada Games Council, and Canada Sport for Life.

For a cohesive vision of the role of sport in the NWT, Sport North actively communicates with and
encourages communication among all sport organizations. It advocates to ensure that the needs and
interests of our Territorial Sport Organizations are clearly understood and effectively represented in
national programs and initiatives. Through regular communication, Sport North’s public relations
efforts have established stronger relationships with partners, stakeholders, and TSOs, supporting
cooperative work toward common goals within the sport sector.



Sport North has been instrumental in facilitating opportunities to explore innovative programs for the benefit
of its membership. One such initiative is the Common Vision – Breaking the Cycle (PHAC funded) Version 3,
which concluded with a partnership with Aurora College to produce a Northern Resource (video and manual)
supporting Early Years Early Childhood Educators with a strong physical literacy focus, set for release in Fall
2024.

To commemorate National Indigenous Peoples Day (June 21st), the City of Yellowknife continues to display light
standard banners promoting the Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action for Sport.
In the realm of gender equity, Sport North supported the Canadian Women in Sport poster campaign, aimed at
clarifying gender equity challenges faced within NWT Sport. This campaign will be followed up in 2024-25 with
actions addressing identified priorities. Additionally, strategies to build self-esteem and engage young females
in sport were hosted by Girls in the Game, alongside Coach James Leath’s virtual webinars on "Forging Young
Men of Character."

The Inspire Through Sport leadership and mentor development program targets teenage female athletes
looking to develop their skills in life and sport. This program was embraced by four self-directed girls from
volleyball, badminton, soccer, and fastball.

Sport North also plays a significant role in the National LGBTQ Sport Inclusion Task Force, focusing on how the
Federation can support this national initiative. Similarly, Sport North is actively involved in the National
Parasport Collective, aiming to support Para Sport development within the NWT and focusing on inclusive sport
environments for BIPOC, LGBTQ, and newcomers to NWT Sport.

The Women in Coaching (WiC) mentorship program, orchestrated through the Coaching Association of Canada,
supports female coaches in their development. The Rising Star Program, which follows the CS4L train-to-train
model, provides funding to athletes (females 11 to 15 and males 12 to 16) who exhibit potential in their sport and
wish to receive additional training through a camp format.

For the first time, KidSport NWT incorporated paid ads into its marketing strategy to promote the Spring
Community Equipment Grant (CEG), generating 39,622 impressions on the page in one month. By running paid
ads before each Spring and Fall CEG deadline, Sport North aims to reach more communities and distribute as
many grants as possible. This effort resulted in 68 successful applications from 27 teams/organizations in 12
sports, and 27 applications for the community equipment grant from eight new communities, demonstrating
effective communication and outreach to smaller communities.

The second Roger Walker Annual Golf Tournament in support of KidSport, sponsored by Nahanni Construction,
was held on July 7th, 2023. This 18-hole tournament offered competition and fun, with numerous auction prizes,
including a “Hockey Package” which included air fair, tickets to a hockey game in Edmonton, and a room in a
hotel room.

With long-standing partnerships with NWT/NU Lotteries, Canadian North, Top of the World Travel Agency, Nova
Hotels, and Northwestel, Sport North consistently offers its members the best opportunities for their teams
and upcoming events by developing cost-effective partnerships with the private sector, allowing for alignment
of programs and events with corporate support.

CAPACITY
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In the 2023-2024 period, Sport North participated in the 2024 Arctic Winter Games held in Mat-Su,
Alaska, where we sent over 400 people. Rita Mercredi served as the Chef De Mission for the Arctic
Winter Games, supported by Lexi Letzing and Damon Crossman as assistant chefs.

During the Arctic Winter Games, the team secured 26 gold ulus, 38 silver ulus, and 33 bronze ulus.
Keira Coakwell from Hay River and Sean Grandjambe from Fort Smith led the opening ceremony as
flag bearers for the volleyball team, while Corbin Alonak from Ulukhaktok represented wrestling as
the flag bearer for the closing ceremony.

We were thrilled to announce that Team NT achieved a historic milestone by winning the gold ulu in
female basketball for the first time since the games' inception in 1970. This remarkable feat was a
testament to the relentless efforts and commitment of the female basketball team, including
coaches, athletes, and volunteers.

Additionally, Shawna McLeod claimed the stick pull gold ulu in the open women's category, a new age
group introduced at the Arctic Winter Games. Despite the long wait for this category, McLeod's
achievement was a source of immense pride for us.

PARTICIPATION AND PERFORMANCE
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SOCIAL MEDIA
To enhance the communication with our
members' and the public, Sport North
uses social media to promote events,
results and success throughout the
NWT.

Along with our presence on social
media, the Federation continues to
provide success stories via traditional
avenues. All these opportunities allow
the Federation the opportunity to share
our members inspiring stories and
lessons learned.

1.9 K
Followers on 
Facebook

935
Followers
On “X”

715 
followers
on Instagram

TOP POST OF 2023-2024
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SOCIAL MEDIA

4.7K
Followers on 
Facebook

1192
Followers
On “X”

2580
Followers
on Instagram

TOP POST OF 2023-2024 
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This year, we executed several social media
campaigns. One notable campaign was "NWT
Sport Strong: The South Steps Up," launched
during an evacuation that impacted a significant
part of the Territory. We encouraged individuals
to share their stories of training in the south
during the evacuations, resulting in fantastic
submissions for posting. Additionally, we placed a
strong emphasis on promoting the Arctic Winter
Games, covering aspects from passport
preparation to the games themselves.
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TEAM NT AT THE ARCTIC WINTER GAMES
Team NT had an extraordinary performance at the 2024 Arctic Winter Games, winning a total of
97 Ulus, which included 26 Gold Ulus, 38 Silver Ulus, and 33 Bronze Ulus. Among the many
highlights, Team NT made history by winning gold in Female Basketball for the first time ever,
marking a significant milestone in the team's achievements.

The athletes demonstrated exceptional skill and determination across various events,
contributing to this impressive medal haul. Traditional Arctic sports saw Team NT secure
multiple gold medals, while winter sports like skiing, snowboarding, and hockey also featured
strong performances.

The coaches and support staff were pivotal in preparing the athletes, ensuring they were ready
to compete at their best. Beyond the medals, Team NT earned widespread admiration for their
teamwork, perseverance in challenging conditions, and their role as proud ambassadors of the
Northwest Territories.

This success at the 2024 Arctic Winter Games is a testament to the commitment and effort of the
entire team, making this event a memorable and celebrated chapter in the history of Team NT.



FINANCE
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CORPORATE PARTNERS
Our corporate and funding partners play a key role in sport development across the
Northwest Territories. Our programs have benefited greatly from their continued support
over the years. We would like to take this opportunity to recognize their contribution.
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2023-2028 STRATEGIC PLAN OVERVIEW

In the Northwest
Territories, all residents
have opportunities for
active, lifelong engagement
in sport delivered through a
well-coordinated system.

We believe in values-based
sport that is inclusive,
equitable and inspiring.
We value respect, integrity,
collaboration and
reconciliation.

Sport North Federation supports
its members to provide quality
sport opportunities throughout
the NWT.V

is
io
n

V
al
u
es

M
is
si
o
n

PARTICIPATION &
PERFORMANCE

Support the delivery of values-
based sport from participation

to performance.

1.1 Promote diversity,
equity and inclusion.
1.2. Reduce barriers
for children and
youth through
KidSport
.
1.3. Assist emerging
and high-
performance
athletes through
funding programs.

1.4. Coordinate and
manage Team NT at
the Arctic Winter
Games and Canada
Games.

1.5. Celebrate NWT's
sport
accomplishments
and heroes

2.1 Initiate a strategic
approach to diversify
and encourage
volunteerism in sport.

2.2. Ensure volunteers
have access to
learning opportunities.

2.3. Assess the training
and professional
development needs of
coaches.

2.4. Deliver leadership
training and
professional
development on an
annual schedule.

CAPACITY
Strengthen our members’
capacity through targeted

services and supports.

LEADERSHIP
Advance sport through volunteer
growth and coach development.

3.1 Communicate
with members in a
timely, relevant
and targeted manner.

3.2. Respond to
members’ needs for
administrative and
governance services
and support.

3.3. Facilitate
opportunities to
collectively explore
innovative solutions
to strengthen sport.

3.4. Ensure services
and supports remain
relevant and useful to
members.

OPERATIONS
Operate sustainably; aligning with

current sport priorities and following
standard business practices.

4.1 Advance
reconciliation
throughout operations,
programs and services.

4.2. Update the
Constitution and
Bylaws.

4.3. Establish board
and staff success
though sound
organizational
development.

4.4. Demonstrate
accountability through
strong reporting and
financial management.

4.5. Support
implementation of the
GNWT SPAR
Framework and F/P/T
priorities for sport
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPORT NORTH MEMBERS

ATHLETICS NWT
BADMINTON NT
BASKETBALL NWT
CROSS COUNTRY NWT 
GOLF NT
HOCKEY NWT
NWT BIATHLON ASSOCIATION
NWT BOXING AND KICKBOXING
NWT 5 PIN BOWLING ASSOCIATION
NWT BROOMBALL ASSOCIATION
NWT CURLING ASSOCIATION
NWT DOG SLEDDING ASSOCIATION
NWT FEDERATION OF SHOOTING SPORTS
NWT FIGURE SKATING ASSOCIATION
NWT GYMNASTICS ASSOCIATION
NWT JUDO ASSOCIATION
NWT KARATE ASSOCIATION
NWT KAYAKING ASSOCIATION
NWT SOCCER ASSOCIATION
NWT SOFTBALL ASSOCIATION
NWT SPEED SKATING ASSOCIATION
NWT SQUASH ASSOCIATION
NWT SWIMMING ASSOCIATION
TABLE TENNIS NORTH NWT 
NWT TAEKWONDO 
TENNIS NWT
NWT SNOWBOARDING ASSOCIATION
VOLLEYBALL NT
NWT AMATEUR WRESTLING ASSOCIATION

AFFILIATE MEMBERS:
SPECIAL OLYMPICS NWT
NWT SENIOR GAMES ASSOCIATION
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