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File: NWTAWA – AWG’s 2024 Selection Policy (revised October 30, 2023)
SPORT:  Wrestling
EVENT:  2024 Arctic Winter Games

POLICY: Athlete and Coach Selection Policy

SECTION 1 – PURPOSE

The purpose of this document is to set out the process that will be used by the Northwest Territories Amateur Wrestling Association (NWTAWA) to select athletes to represent the Northwest Territories for Team NT at the 2024 Arctic Winter Games in Mat-Su Alaska USA.

SECTION 2 – OBJECTIVE

The objective of this selection policy is to select twelve (14) athletes who will participate in the 2024 Arctic Winter Games. Athletes are selected in the following categories:
· Male 13-16yrs as of Dec 31, 2023  Year of Birth: 2007-2010 (U17) –  (seven athletes)
· Female  13-16yrs as of Dec 31, 2023  Year of Birth: 2007-2010 (U17) –  (seven athletes)
At the Arctic Winter Games, there are thirteen weight categories (six male and seven female) and only one athlete may compete in a weight category. Athletes may compete in the weight category determined by their weight or they may compete in the weight category immediately heavier. 

For uncontested athletes looking to compete beyond the maximum weight class per gender, should no one else have entered that weight category, they may be acclaimed at Territorial trails, but must make weight prior to GAMES departure or GAMES host weigh in (whichever is earliest).
A team compliment of up to Thee coaches may be selected. One coach must be male and one coach must be female. If a coach from one gender is not available, a chaperone or manager of that gender must be substituted.
SECTION 3 – ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for selection, the athletes must be:

· Born in 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 (as per Wrestling – AWG’s 2024 Technical Package Final)
· Canadian Citizens, or eligible for Canadian Citizenship and actively pursuing either Citizenship Certificates or Canadian Passports
· A continuous resident of the Northwest Territories for at least six months prior to the Arctic Winter Games. Athletes who are attending a post-secondary school outside of the Northwest Territories are still eligible to compete provided their Northwest Territories residency is still valid
· Members in good standing with NWTAWA and Wrestling Canada Lutte
· Required to sign a Code of Conduct agreement with Sport North

· Complete requisite safe sport training as dictated by Sport North and/or AWG’s International Committee

Once selected, the athletes will be expected to be training towards, and meet the physical standards expected by, the NWTAWA and the Arctic Winter Games. 
SECTION 4 – SELECTION PROCESS

The NWTAWA reserves the right to prevent athletes from competing in the athlete selection process due to concerns about safety, competition level, or physical fitness.

Athletes compete in a Trials Tournament that takes the form of a competitive tournament for all eligible athletes in each weight class. The Trials Tournament shall also include “wrestle-off” challenges that are held when athlete selection is contested. All athletes must participate in the Trials Tournament
Trials Tournament
There shall be no limit to the number of athletes allowed to participate in the Trials Tournament.
Athletes in each weight class compete in a tournament with the winner being selected to the Arctic Winter Games. The weight category the athlete participates in at the Trials Tournament is the weight category the athlete must participate in at the Arctic Winter Games.
The Selection Committee shall designate one alternate athlete in each weight category.
Challenges
Any athlete who placed 2nd or 3rd in a weight class at the Trials Tournament shall have the opportunity to challenge the selected athlete in that weight class. An athlete may also challenge the selected athlete in the weight class directly above.

Challenges will take the form of a “wrestle-off” with the winner being the athlete who wins two out of three matches. Challenges must be issued within 15 minutes of the last match of the Trials Tournament and must be issued verbally to the selected athlete and his or her coach.
If the selected athlete and the challenging athlete competed against each other in the Trials Tournament, the result of that match shall count as the first match in the wrestle-off. For example, the winner of the match in the Trials Tournament need only to win one more match – while the challenging athlete must win two matches in a row.

The “wrestle-off” shall take place at the Trials Tournament. If multiple matches are necessary, a break of at least 20 minutes shall be granted between matches.
Timelines

The Trials Tournament shall be held within a time period, determined by the NWTAWA, before the Arctic Winter Games, typically at the SNF host Territorial Trials weekend assigned to Wrestling – Nov 23-25, 2023.

Unforeseen Circumstances

If unforeseen circumstances arise which do not allow for this selection process to be implemented as outlined in this document, the NWTAWA has identified an alternate process for selection. 
In the event a Trials Tournament cannot be held due to limited athletes competing in a weight class, a Selection Camp will be held instead. The decision to hold a Selection Camp instead of a Trials Tournament shall be made by the coaches of the athletes with the approval of the NWTAWA.

The Selection Camp shall consist of “wrestle-offs” between athletes in any weight class in which there is more than one athlete competing. The results of the “wrestle-offs” shall determine the selected athletes. Challenges are allowed.

Safety Considerations

Given wrestling is a combat sport, all due consideration will be made before having an athlete engage in competition. An athlete, deemed unfit / unprepared / overly at risk for said competition by team personnel, will not be permitted to wrestle. At selections, an assessment as per the above will regardless be made, should an athlete be the sole registrant in a weight class.
SECTION 5 – AUTHORITY FOR SELECTION

The NWTAWA shall appoint member(s) to be responsible for managing the selection of athletes to the Arctic Winter Games. The member(s) shall be known as a Selection Committee and are responsible for monitoring the Trials Tournament (or the Selection Camp, if necessary) and liaising with the participating athletes. 

The Selection Committee must be free from actual and perceived conflict of interest and, where conflict of interest may exist, Committee members must identify the conflict and excuse themselves from selection decisions where there is a conflict. Parents of athletes, or other individuals deemed by the NWTAWA to have special interest in the selection process, are not permitted to be members of the Selection Committee.

Using the criteria outlined in Section 4, the Selection Committee shall select up to fourteen (14) athletes who will attend the 2024 Arctic Winter Games. 
SECTION 6 – DISMISSAL
An athlete may be dismissed if the athlete:
· Fails to remain a member in good standing with the NWTAWA
· Fails to meet performance expectations
· In the opinion of the Arctic Winter Games coaches, fails physical, technical, attitudinal, or other evaluations

· Fails to train towards, or meet the physical standards expected by, the Arctic Winter Games
· Exhibits conduct that is detrimental to the image of the NWTAWA
· Is unable to perform due to injury, illness or other medical reasons as determined by NWTAWA medical staff
When necessary and appropriate, an athlete may be replaced by an alternate athlete (provided the alternate athlete is still eligible).
SECTION 7 – APPEALS
Wrestlers and/or coaches that wish to appeal the team selection process must contact the NWTAWA President within 48 hours of the completion of the event. The appellant must submit in writing detailed reasons for the appeal. The President shall within one week of receiving a written appeal convene a panel of three (3) independent coaches to evaluate the appeal and render a decision. The decision of the appeal pane shall be final. The decision will be communicated to the appellant in writing.
SECTION 8 – INJURED and REPLACEMENT ATHLETES

The coaches and/or the Selection Committee may apply to the NWTAWA Board to remove any athlete from any stage of the athlete selection process. Reasons for removal can include becoming no longer eligible for participation (under Section 3), injury, illness, or misconduct. Reasons for removal will be communicated by written letter to the athlete from the NWTAWA.
The Selection Committee shall designate one alternate athlete in each weight category. Alternate athletes may be selected if one or more of the originally selected athletes are dismissed prior to the Arctic Winter Games.

If the alternates have not kept up their physical fitness or are unavailable or uninterested, the Selection Committee may approach other athletes who attended the Trials Tournament to be named as alternates. Alternate athletes may be included in any training or competitions taking place prior to the Arctic Winter Games so that they are prepared if called upon.

SECTION 9 – COACH SELECTION PROCESS

The NWTAWA has the authority to select 3 coaches who will attend the Arctic Winter Games. 
The NWTAWA shall appoint member(s) to be responsible for selecting coaches for the Arctic Winter Games. The member(s) shall be known as a Coach Selection Committee. The Coach Selection Committee must be free from actual and perceived conflict of interest and, where conflict of interest may exist, Committee members must identify the conflict and excuse themselves from selection decisions where there is a conflict. Parents of athletes, or other individuals deemed by the NWTAWA to have special interest in the selection process, are not permitted to be members of the Coach Selection Committee.

When selecting coaches, the Coach Selection Committee shall consider the following criteria:
· The level of coach education required by the Arctic Winter Games
· The level of coach education of the available coaches

· The minimum level of head coach education for AWG’s as recommend by Wrestling Canada Lutte

· The availability of the coaches

· The need to include both male and female coaches

· The need to develop new coaches

· The level of participation and interest of the coaches during the wrestling season

· The coach’s commitment to developing and adhering to a training and tournament schedule for the Arctic Winter Games athletes

The Coach Selection Committee shall select up to 3 coaches to attend the Arctic Winter Games (as permissible within the 2024 AWG’s Technical Package) .

The Coach Selection Committee reserves the right to dismiss a coach if, in their estimation, the coach is not sufficiently preparing the athletes for the Arctic Winter Games or if there are other legitimate reasons, as determined by the Coach Selection Committee or the NWTAWA, for dismissal. 
Any discrepancies between this policy and the corresponding technical package, will be superseded by the current Technical Package.
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